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Travel Ban: How it Affects America’s View 

 On January 27, 2017, Donald Trump signed an Executive Order that banned people 

coming from the seven predominantly Muslim countries— Iran, Iraq, Syria, Yemen, Somalia, 

Sudan, and Libya— from visiting the United States for ninety days. The order also suspended 

entry for all Syrian refugees and prohibited any other refugees from entering the United States 

for one hundred twenty days. The ban, as the president claims, was instilled as “an extra level of 

safety” due to the increase in terrorist attacks over the years (Trump). Once the Travel Ban was 

put into place, a multitude of people could no longer visit their family members or escape the 

cruelties of war. However, the journey of the Travel Ban does not end there, there were two more 

attempts of another Travel Ban after the original. For the following two proposed bans, both Iraq 

and Sudan were taken off the list. Nonetheless, it still left millions of people negatively affected 

by these bans on Muslim countries as well as unknowing Americans. Due to the fact that the ban 

on Muslim countries was made to increase the safety of America, it implies that Americans 

perceive Muslims as dangerous people, which shows that the Travel Ban not only affected 

groups such as refugees, Middle Eastern immigrants, and Muslims; it also instilled a negative 

connotation of Muslims among Americans. 



 
Source: Jen Sorensen, “How to Tell the Difference Between ISIS and Muslims,  http://

jensorensen.com/2015/11/17/how-to-tell-the-difference-between-isis-and-muslims/ , 2015. 

This image, “How to Tell the Difference Between ISIS and Muslims” by Jen Sorensen, 

features a member of the radical group, ISIS, and a typical Muslim woman. The political cartoon 

highlights the differences between members of ISIS and the rest of the Muslim community. 

While this cartoon was created after the Paris attacks in 2015, it features the fact that people 

“want to pin” one group’s unforgivable acts on “an entire religion of 1.5 billion people”. 

Sorensen’s goal was to display how ISIS does not define an entire religious group; she relayed 

this message by finding similar features and the differences within those features. However, 

Trump’s ban on Muslim countries reinforced the idea that all Muslims are like ISIS because he 

banned the seven predominantly Muslim countries. If his idea of a terrorist organization 

attacking Paris made some people believe that all Muslims were killers— as demonstrated in this 

political cartoon— then it is likely that claiming banning people from Muslim countries from 
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entering into the United States is going to increase safety will most definitely reinforce this way 

of thinking. 

 

Source: Pep Montserrat, The National, April 16, 2016. 

Similarly, Pep Montserrat demonstrates how the media affects the way that Americans 

view Muslims. The game controller and targets on the symbol of Islam indicate that the entire 

religion of Islam has a negative connotation around it. The presence of the game controller also 

suggests that the media is teaching the children who play these games that Muslims are to be 

considered the enemy. The National, a news outlet, describes how — in video games— Muslims 

are depicted as stereotypes of people who support the “other” side and brandish guns wherever 

they go; “[t]hey are, in short, targets that need to be exterminated”. Media has the ability to shape 

people’s opinions, so when almost all of the press— such as CNN, Fox News, NPR, and even 

SNL— discussed America banning people from seven Muslim countries from coming for the 

protection of its citizens, it raises an alarm in people’s minds making them believe that Islam is 



dangerous. Any media coverage that the ban receives, good or bad, will always state that the 

president decided to create the Execute Order for the safety of Americans; whether the media 

outlet agrees or not, it will still plant a seed in people’s minds to stereotype an entire religion. 

 

Source: Nick Anderson, Houston Chronicle, December 8, 2015. 

 The image above is of a white gun owner asking not to be stereotyped with shooters that 

commit murders and massacres. Yet when a Muslim woman appears and begins to ask not to be 

stereotyped as well, the man shouts at her to “get out.” Anderson’s cartoon emphasizes the 

stereotype of a typical redneck American to show how Americans treat people who do not fight 

for the same rights that they do. Even though what the woman was going to say can be inferred 

by the viewer, it should also be recognized that she did not even get to finish her sentence before 

getting yelled at by the man. This shows that the stereotypical, white, gun-owning male refuses 



to listen to reason solely based on religion. The woman merely wants the same thing as him: to 

not be discriminated against. 

 Trump, who signed the Executive Order, attempted to deny that the Travel Ban was 

discriminating against Muslims; however, no non-Muslim countries were included in the ban. In 

addition, the majority of mass shootings in America have been committed by white people 

(Haltiwanger). Therefore, based on those statistics, Trump’s claim of protecting Americans 

should be put into question when white people have been responsible for most of America’s mass 

shootings. Nonetheless, because of the terrorist groups associated with Islam and those countries, 

Trump decided to instill a ban on those countries instead of looking at the facts. Anderson’s 

artwork has numerous parallels to the Travel Ban. 

 

Source: Ken Catalino, creators.com, February 25, 2017. 

 This political cartoon shows Donald Trump, in the Oval Office, while drafting a tweet 

with a member of his staff. Trump’s staff member is asking him if he would like to respond to his 



“racist followers who feel emboldened by [his] presidency; to which Trump replies with a tweet 

stating that “racism from supports is bad” while asking how to add a “wink, wink emoji”. 

Catalino making Trump ask about a winking emoji implies that he views Trump as a racist 

despite Trump’s statements claiming that he is not. The artwork suggests that racists feel 

emboldened by his presidency because of Trump’s own views of minorities.  

The Travel Ban is a prime example of Trump’s racist tendencies because while it is true 

that those seven countries do harbor radical groups, there are more threats in the United States 

that he has not addressed. Additionally, according to the cartoon, if Trump’s racist followers feel 

empowered by his presidency, then it is possible that his actions of banning Muslim countries 

can negatively change people’s view of Islam. 

!  

Source: “Pray for this Deranged Cartoon”, https://claytoonz.com/tag/islam/ , December 3, 
2015. 

https://claytoonz.com/tag/islam/


 This image was made in response to the San Bernardino shooting in 2015 and how the 

GOP handled their statement concerning the event. The artist using “Islamic terrorists” in the 

place of “deranged lunatics” conveys the message that the GOP believes that the people of Islam 

are untrustworthy in America. In addition, the substitution alludes to the fact that instead of the 

attackers being mentally unstable, the GOP is trying to categorize them all as Islamic terrorists 

even though they are not. It is the same way that they are attempting to categorize all Muslims as 

Islamic terrorists, especially with Travel Ban.  

 The Reconstruction era began after the Civil War and ended with the Compromise of  

1877. During this time period, the North placed the South under military rule and refused to 

allow Confederates to vote. The government also passed three new amendments— the 

Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments — to help protect the rights of black citizens. 

Yet, at the same time, the South also instilled the Black Codes which restricted their freedom. 

Now, with the Travel Ban in place, the rights, freedom, and safety of Muslims are being 

restricted. Before the ban, they were already under scrutiny because of groups such as ISIS, 

much like how the blacks were treated unequally before the amendments and Black Codes. 

However, this Executive Order has made people more judgmental of Muslims because it seems 

as if the government has deemed them dangerous— which is what the Black Codes did in 1865. 

The Reconstruction era and the effects of the Travel Ban have striking similarities that are 

harmful towards minorities. 

 Most artists that create their work based on the Travel Ban, much like the artists during 

Reconstruction, depict the white race as dominant and unforgiving towards those unlike 

themselves; which is what was and is happening during both time periods. Images, especially in 



this day and age, have the power to touch or destroy lives. The way that artists portray the Travel 

Ban affect the way that Americans look at both the ban and Islam. Therefore, it is important to 

note that the ban has unfairly clumped all Muslims into the same group as ISIS and Al Qaeda. 

The ban— and some of the media covering it— has made Muslims out to be dangerous 

foreigners when in reality, most are looking for a safe place to take refuge. 
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